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All following images within this “Photo-diary” were taken mostly with a cellphone,

the rest few taken with a little pocket-sized Leica D-Lux 5 point/shoot camera.

These snapshots are only intended to capture and to document the events, our travel routes,

the joy and fun of our tour members during this lifetime experience of a fantastic visit to

another one of the western China regions; and for our memories.

A cellphone & the little “point-and-shoot” D-Lux 5 has many limitations in picture taking,
little performance in terms of optical quality compared to the famed Leica R and M camera

systems with slide-films I am so often used to and fond of using; but at the same time it poses
a challenge to myself for still trying to create meaningful images with that...

High quality slide-film images taken from this tour are not shown in this photo-diary.

Some of the goals I am trying to achieve in my photography include:

True to the moments in nature and culture;

Natural and candid;

Compositionally challenge and unique;

Meaningful in subjects and topics;

Story telling with good impacts;

Not to disturb and intrude into local human subjects’ life.
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Gathered in Shanghai, our tour group started the great experience of our

{2017 Nov-Dec Special China Cultural/Photographic Expedition)
which was especially
designed for those who were interested in a real cultural experience
in some of the fascinating places for unusual and
rich topics of photography and travel.

The following images in chronological order are intend to share the enjoyments
from some of the events and highlights of our journey of this over 14-day
journey — another successful one of our ongoing specially arranged
Western China Cultural/Photographic Series Expeditions.

My sincere appreciation & many thanks to all participants of this very special tour!
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Featuring: Shanghai entry; by train all the way to western regions of China... with visits
To Jiangxi province, Guizhou province, and Yunnan province, many worthy local culture
and nature...; another

experience of a lifetime!
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2017 “Train through the Wonderlands” ...

The following point-and-shoot snapshots are chronologically classified into

the following categories:

Preface (3)

Brief intro ()
itinerary map  (5)
Shanghai arrival (7 -12)
Jiangxi province (13- 56)
Guizhou province (57 - 89)

Yunnan province (90 - 123)
Shanghai exit  (124-125)
epilogue  (126)
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Shanghai Arrival
NG B

Later in November,
we arrived at Shanghai, as always, the
welcoming dinner was excellent!
(and the daily meals following
were torturing too...)
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Wonderful variety... & &K &
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A short visit to a local ancient township before our formal itinerary prove to be relaxing... K % | 4%
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Local townswomen...

Hannah even had a little
gift shopping...




Welcome dinner — Shanghai style. ..

Fresh, tasty & healthy good
foods with multiple local
flavours & styles are always
part of the daily rituals in
our expeditions...



clean and orderly

Shanghai high-speed-train station...
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train system is a

those are designed for
very stable

and comfortable, absolutely on time...

b

BHHIT...

e.}
=
<
(]
=
=
o
=
)
=
<
+~
[95]
=

China’s new high-speed

marvel indeed...
speeds up to 350km/hr.




High speed train to Jiangxi
HET ..

Nowadays, the new modern high-speed
train system is a great way of traveling
in many parts of China... the two
hours forty minutes ride to ShaoRao

of Jiangxi was a breeze with comfort...

Mary & Grant, Carolyn & David were
served by the well-trained, well mannered,
pleasant women-conductors...




, got off the train, the first thing was

to this garden restaurant for local
flavor yummy lunch dishes...

Yes
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After lunch, we traveled up to the pretty
SanQing Mountain =il - one of
the UNESCO World Heritage Sites

in Jiangxi province... (see next page)






Fascinatingly up on Mt. SanQing
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UNESCO describes Mt. SanQing as:

“Mount Sanqingshan National Park displays a unique array of forested, fantastically shaped
granite pillars and peaks concentrated in a relatively small area. The looming, intricate rock
formations intermixed with delicate forest cover and combined with ever-shifting weather
patterns create a landscape of arresting beauty.”



Although it needs days to properly explore
the beauties and cultures around this
UNESCO site designated mounting...

but for us, the short encounter still

have left a deep impression...

© Yau-Sun Tong. All rights reserved WAFTA: 548
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Hey, could you see our hotel...?




Next day, a good morning on some of the mounting trails...







At a mature age, Martin is always the best hiker, full of vitality... = much better than many much less mature ones...







Here is a better view of our last night’s hotel...




Local, fresh, tasty, healthy,
balanced meals are the
standards in our daily
meals, throughout

my expeditions...




We then arrived to WuYuan region Z5/% 3 X, to a unique
ancient village on the hilltop - HuangLing village Zi% ...
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It’s such a wonderful place for those
who are interested in photography
and studying in details...
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Villagers were examining the chrysanthemum putout for drying...
This species produced here is famous and desirable for tea making. ..
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Straight up, the house is my “hotel room” for the night...

don’t be fooled by the outer appearance, look inside “my room”...
KA BB ...




Spacious, tasteful, comfortable,
clean and with all amenities...

P\ E SR T A




© Yau-Sun Tong. All rights reserved WMBTE: HAH

Left HuanglLing village, we arrived another interesting
ancient village Yaoli (3% Z & 4¥), located in the
Jingdezhen Porcelain-town region...







Our expedition group members found
this lady potter’s works interesting
& in good prices... A E2EE LA

Here Cynthia was happy to pay for
the good bargain...
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After another good meal... we were heading to the famous
JingDeZhen - known to be the “Porcelain-Capital” of
the world... A7/Z AR X /&4 (see next page...)
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We checked into this high-class hotel inside
JingDeZhen, located right amongst some
old porcelain/pottery factories...

uniquely interesting... T A& {44 % fk &

Of course, for those who are into the art of
porcelain/pottery, JingDeZhen is like a
“sacred place”, known as the “porcelain
capital of China”, with over

2,000-yrs long history in

ceramic industry...

© Yau-Sun Tong. All rights reserved WAUIA: WAH
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Old porcelain/pottery factories around...
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A morning runner passing through this old workshop gate, with the slogan:
“RREE AR, ANEFHEE" - for those who understand the modern
Chinese history, who will understand that... for those who do not,
there is little point to explain here...
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In the light of early morning sun, a woman was playing Taiji by this old factory structure...
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And also time for us to move onto
The wetland region of the Boyang
Lake — the largest fresh water lake
in China... many waterfowls
depend on the area...

BRI 0 R BT







Many species live here, and migratory birds come to stay over the winter...

W B AR LR
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Sunset, time for us to go for a good meal & check into the hotel in
NanChang #T4£® & - the capital city of Jiangxi province...










TengWangGe Tower in NanChang city has long been ranked first among the three famous pavilions in China...
with its history, architecture, literature & calligraphy that are well-known among Chinese...
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Guizhou Province #4:5 M2 4 &

It is time to Guizhou province... and we were
on our second leg of high-speed-train ride...
4 hr 20 min later arrived this landlocked
province, to visit the traditional Dong

people in the southeastern region

of the province...

© Yau-Sun Tong. All rights reserved WA 58
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Lookout from our train car windows while closer to destination of Guizhou...
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Normally Guizhou’s weather often to be cloudy and wet...
but during our visit, it put out the best for us!

The QianDongNan region of Guizhou is an enchanting place
full of original cultures, colorful local minority festivals,
unique dancing and singings... wonderful for those

who dislike the modern city, commercial touristic traps,

but like to explore the real thing...

HEEMNEB A&

And a relaxing enjoyment of

a good supper to celebrate our
arrival to this enchanted region
is a proper thing...

(see next page)

And a short video of our great
dinner with Dong waitress
singing in their native
welcoming songs:

https://vimeo.com/248665468




See video

8

\O
4
)
\O
\O
o0
4
Q
£

o

<

o

m
g

>
-~
iy

7}
B
-




FERI

a1l
N

R 7% K

2

1pe” competition...

.

P

“Reed-

We are here for the annual Dong people’s “Big-song” festival
ofa

w

..
C\
/

>

V]




© Yau-Sun Tong. All rights reserved WBETA: 5 A8

A true cultural spectacle...

You may view one of my
short videos to see how the = A
Dong reed-pipes were playing out: y IR ? T

https://vimeo.com/249001691 , A g | ul%/ S g
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& 2 & 4% Zhanli village - For those who can read the words on this plaque,
who would find the wisdoms of the villagers philosophical...
and for centuries life in this village keeps excellently balanced...




Even in the village, we were eating excellently...




great for cultural feeling and those into photography...

Happy festivity...
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Rice drying rack...
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And further we were into another county festival...







Dong people are known for their Dong_pavﬂjons. . © Yau-Sun Tong. All rights reserved JRIUFTE: At
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Our meal is still no shabby...




And here we were welcomed into another unique village — DiQing 37 Af
would you like to know what takes to enter the village?
See my short video here: https://vimeo.com/248816657 © Yau-Sun Tong. All rights reserved RUAUSTH: BRH
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With dancing, singing, music... villagers led
and welcome our group (the only outsider
group) into DiQing village, totally natural &
wonderful...

Today is the “Yudong Festival” in the village,
being celebrated once a year... “ & & 1”7

A 2% AT RATER A B AR L RATNAT ..



DiQing village has interesting history,
in 1934 December, the ’long march
Red Army passing through here,

Mr. Zhou EnLai dismount from

his horse, going through this
building... The locals named it
“Red-army Pavilion” 4 F 4%
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Lunch, the village chief prepared a special meal for us in his house...

of course, with Dong people’s hospitality, singing, wine drinking, Dong cooking...
fascinating cultural experience... and the foods are tasty with local touch...
could not be any fresher than this just from the field... fish, veggie... good rice etc...
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Standing left is the village chief and our host of the lunch...
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And you must see my short video in order to have a feel
why this lunch event is so special & enjoyable... :

https://vimeo.com/248900889

i
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The ancestor-worship ceremony as well the 25N

Street Dong song singing competition were S P auent
very culturally worthy & interesting. .. e ' =
FAAR X
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A 7% $¥3k See my short video of this “antiphonal style™
singing between the two groups of Dong villagers... :

https://vimeo. com/248902576
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Our group & villagers celebrate together...
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Continuing, we are into another Dong-township, torture with dinner, all empty,
at least six bottles those large bottled beer... one word our group members
learnt well in Chinese is to say “beer” in Mandarin...

HREET 2T Fl P LREFET ..
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Definitely another “torture”...

We arrived the capital city of Guizhou,
in order for our next day taking our
third leg of high-speed train ride

to Yunnan province...

For the dinner, a special Guizhou cuisine
in an elaborated local restaurant was

the theme of the night...
TN G RERGEE..




BB AT B L2 5/ Guiyang to Kunming, only 2.5 hrs by this high-speed train. ..



On board the train, Grant became instant star, piles of local women rushing to pose photo with him...
# = /8% Grant s £ 7 ... (looks like Mary might not like that too much... )
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© Yau-Sun Tong. All rights reserved HikUii#: Wik Arrived the new Kunming high-speed train station...




Yunnan Province 35 E &

A good meal before we head down to
southern Yunnan in the afternoon...

Before even out of the station... we could
already feel it’s Yunnan’s weather...



© Yau-Sun Tong. All rights reserved WA : 780

7Llg % A6 B The Yuanyang Rice Terraces have long been attracting photographers. .

After it’s designation as a UNESCO site in 2013, it’s name has been even more famous...
See UNESCO’s description of this region: http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1111
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Along the Red-river, we were going towards
the border region with Vietnam...
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In times roads were congested...




And a unexpected detour required our driver (an excellent driver ) to make a
U-turn on this winding mounting road... while Carolyn was inspecting the situation...




We arrived the border town Hekou,
across the bridge is Vietnam...

EMEARFZ P ETO4.
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Walking early morning by the riverside in Hekou, met those two Vietnamese strolling around selling souvenirs,

they cross the border from Vietnam to China daily to do business... Vietnam is just the other side of the river...
WAL O R R A AR AL

© Yau-Sun Tong.




Hekou is also having many touches of Vietnamese
things, and is a important border crossing town...
I bought some fresh Jackfruits from those two
v ‘ Vietnamese fruit-sellers who came over from
N , e lllfjﬁi . Vietnam to China’s Hekou to do business daily...
(oA I T | 5 K ALB) R AR KR EF T b
j ' Alnsg ekt LR R SE ...
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See next page:
A railroad connects the two countries. ..
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We are having nice Vietnamese coffee with
border river-views...




The feeling is so nice, we
decided to have a relaxing
lunch here - Vietnamese style. ..

A restaurant right by this
historic railway bridge,
the tastes were great. ..







From Hekou, we drive north back to Honghe district’s center -
Mengzi. Mengzi is a very nice, clean and quite little city...
the 5-star hotel we stayed is beautiful, with all amenity,

facing a charming lake and many art sculptures in the
lakeside parks... along with some historical building

left from a hundred years ago, when the French

was here... WA LA MARFE AT, THRESLEZRBE. ..

© Yau-Sun Tong. All rights reserved JEEUFE: 58 l



Along the lakeside road walking towards the old
French Custom-house from over a hundred-year ago...

© Yau-Sun Tong. All rights reserved WHUIA: WH




Mg L kR BAEE A Next page we could see the old French building, back in history,
from 1889, some European countries entered here by way of
Vietnam, had their colonialism activities in Yunnan for years...

© Yau-Sun Tong. All rights reserved WHUIA: WH







The Nanhu lake in the center of Mengzi looks nice at daytime or at night too...




Of course, one of the most famous
Yunnan cuisine is the:

“Cross Bridge Noodles”,

which was originated here

in Mengzi...

Yes, the waitress 1s preparing the table
for our group only... and the set up of
this special noodle is elaborate. ..

and this all dishes & the big bowl of

of soup is for one person...

ZHF LI AEALAETEA ..

© Yau-Sun Tong. All rights reserved WHUIA: WH



Yes, here is only for our group’s torture...

A A4y “K A BB/RE” B
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The server is demonstrating how to mix the
ingredients with the hot chicken soup, to make
a delicious, wholesome “Cross-bridge-noodle™...
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Next day, we were at a historical site,
With the old French built (1909)
“Vietnam-Yunnan railroad”

major station...

®HEEEKRL

Quote:

“EEEKESERTEARTOKESZL —, \E
HERANE R KR, G245, K&k 45 &,

B gE LT, RTR T E RIS AR "' [ \
WE B R FA LA @ A 45
Y = q ! :

‘Tt A, KEABEA, LEES
Ay B, 7

DY

© Yau-Sun Tong. All rights reserved JRAUITE: 58




s At




‘_";5'\‘.1_@,11_ g [T1a*
'\‘1'115 fenins cou
yunnal ina
 delines s€€M>

lines S

the earliest ge

- R




© Yau-Sun Tong. All rights reserved MAFTA: 5 A8

All in all, this old train station place
gives a rusty, historically interesting
bygone era feeling...
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After lunch, we were heading to Kunming
direction for the next day direct flight
back to Shanghai for each of our group
members our home return flights. ..

FRABERMATAER FIRE il




On route passing by city of Mile, we stopped by the beautiful
“Mile Hot Spring Resort”, where I led two of our previous
expeditions stayed before... &2 IRFHH L. ..
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Arrived back in Shanghai, breakfast at our 5-star hotel, ready for our home return flights... =3k L&, f & L 3FE42.
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A direct flight from Kunming back to Shanghai for exit ...

Shanghai exit for home return international flights...
a grand completion of our another worthy expedition...

What a totally enjoyable journey!

IEBATRIR LR, RAZTHEER...

Welcome to partake our upcoming non-commercial, alluring - 2018 April:

“From China's Shangri-La through the Golden-Triangle to Laos” ! Please see details:
http://photoart.chebucto.org/photos-folder/2018 April From Shangri-La to the Golden-Triangle Expedition.pdf

See epilogue in the next page...
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The snapshots in this Photo-diary are in no way able to represent
the richness of culture and nature scenes we've seen, the
fun and joy we've experienced during our group’s
“2017 Train through the Wonderlands Expedition”...

for Yau-Sun Tong's special "Western China Cultural/Photographic Series"
non-commercial expeditions for 2018

€.g. the 2018 April “From Shangri-La through the Golden-Triangle to Laos" Expedition:
http://photoart.chebucto.org/photonews.htmil

contact Yau-Sun for details:

tel: (902) 443-5500
e-mail: taiji@chebucto.ca

or my previous inviting photo-diaries:
http://photoart.chebucto.org/gallery5.htm

Good-bye for now...



